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Interference	and	Protection	
of	the	Goaltender
A goaltender is the one player that his team mates will 
defend and protect.

They will do what is necessary to send a message to 
opposing teams contact with him will not be tolerated.



Interference	and	Protection	
of	the	Goaltender
When Officials enforce this rule early in a game they are 
setting a strong standard that usually keeps better control 
of the game.



Interference	and	Protection	
of	the	Goaltender
When there is contact on a goaltender and the Referee re-
acts quickly by raising his arm for a delayed penalty or on a 
stoppage in play, immediately communicates he has a 
penalty for contact on the goaltender, it may prevent further 
altercations.



Interference	and	Protection	
of	the	Goaltender
Goaltenders know team mates and Officials will protect them 
and may try and take advantage by creating an act to get the 
call. React to infraction and evaluate the consequence. Do not 
make a phantom call, you must see the infraction to assess a 
penalty. You may assess a penalty to the attacking player plus 
an unsportsmanlike to the goaltender for diving.



Infractions	on	Goaltenders

A Minor penalty for interference with the goaltender shall 
be imposed on a player who by means of his stick or his 
body interferes with or impedes the movement of the 
goaltender by actual physical contact.



Infractions	on	Goaltenders

If an attacking player has physically interfered with the 
goaltender prior to or during the scoring of a goal, the goal 
is disallowed and a penalty for interference is assessed to 
the opposing player.



Infractions	on	Goaltenders

A Minor penalty shall be assessed to an attacking player 
who while his team has possession of the puck and is 
interfered with by a defending player, fails to attempt to 
avoid making contact with the goaltender, in addition a goal 
would be disallowed if scored on the play.



Infractions	on	Goaltenders

At the discretion of the Referee, in the event that a 
goaltender has been pushed into the net together with the 
puck after making a stop the goal will be disallowed. If 
applicable, a penalty will be assessed.



Infractions	on	Goaltenders

Goaltenders are not fair game because he is outside his goal 
crease. A Minor or Major and Game Misconduct penalty at 
the discretion of the Referee shall be called for any 
unnecessary contact with the goaltender.



Rules

Rule 8.2 ( c ) 

A Major and Game Misconduct shall be assessed any player 
who cross-checks a goaltender while the goaltender is 
within his crease. When outside his crease, at Referees 
discretion, Minor or Major and Game Misconduct. A Match 
Penalty may be assessed in either situation.



Rules

Rule 8.3 (b)

A Major and Game Misconduct shall be assessed any player who 
charges a goaltender while the goaltender is within his crease.  
When outside his crease, at Referees discretion, Minor or Major and 
Game Misconduct. A Match penalty may be assessed in either 
situation.



Game	Management

A few minutes into the game, the goaltender covers the 
puck and the Referee blows his whistle. An attacking player 
now jabs at the puck while it is under the goaltender’s 
glove. SRD.



Game	Management

You must assess a penalty to stop this action and prevent 
retaliation.



Game	Management

A player of the attacking team enters the opponents goal 
crease illegally with the puck in the attacking zone. The 
defending goaltender slashes him. The Referee signals a 
delayed penalty on the goaltender and subsequently the 
attacking team scores a goal while the delayed penalty is still 
on and the player still in the crease. SRD.



Game	Management

The goal is not allowed and a Minor penalty is assessed to 
the goaltender.



Enforcing	the	Rules

Rule 3.6  Note 4 Protective Equipment

All players while on the player’s bench or penalty bench 
must wear their certified helmet and facial protector 
securely attached. Any goaltender on the bench as a 
minimum, is required to properly wear same protective 
head equipment as the players. 



Enforcing	the	Rules

Rule 3.6 (c) Protective Equipment

When a goaltender loses his helmet and or facial protector, blocker 
or trapper play shall be stopped immediately, unless there is an 
imminent scoring chance.



Rule	3.6	(c)	
Once the equipment comes off:

If the puck is outside the crease, stop play.

The puck must be in the crease in a forward motion toward the goal line 
and in the judgement of the Referee it has the momentum to cross the 
goal line. 

If at any time a player, attacking or defending is attempting to play the 
puck and the goaltender is in a vulnerable position, potential of contact 
with his hands or head area, stop play.


