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Off‐Side	Scenario

A

The puck is inside the neutral zone dots 
and an attacking player makes a pass that 
creates an off-side.

Where does the face-off take place? 

The face-off takes place at the nearest dot 
in the neutral zone.

Create an imaginary line across the two 
neutral zone face-off dots to determine the 
location of the face-off.
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Linesperson	Procedures	for	Icing

The front Linesperson will do one of two things – blow their 
whistle as the puck crosses the goal line or wash out the 
icing.

On icing, the front Linesperson does not put their arm up 
after blowing the whistle, they will point to the far end, pick 
up the puck and conduct the face-off.
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Line	Change	Procedure
Three‐Man	System
In an effort to give the benches the best view of the line 
change procedure, the Referee is encouraged to move 
outward into the end zone face-off circle to conduct the 
procedure, and upon completion, take up her position at the 
½ piston position.
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In order to give the benches the best view, the Referee is encouraged to 
move into the end zone face-off circle, and then take up her position at the ½ 
piston position. 

Upon completion of the face-off procedure, the Referee returns 
to the half piston position

Half Piston



Penalty	Procedure
Reporting	at	Penalty	Box
The Referee must ensure that the off-ice Official has the 
information.

Referees are encouraged to stop and report the penalty, 
however there should not be any undue delay which could lead 
to confrontation between the penalized player and the Referee.

There may be times when the Referee will want to keep 
moving and make the stop very short, if at all. In minor hockey, 
the Referee should have at least one skate in the referee crease. 
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Penalty	Procedures

The Referee must be aware of all the players when skating to 
the penalty box to report a penalty.



Icing	Procedure

Whenever possible the Referee should get behind all or as 
many of the players on the ice as possible to follow them up ice.  
This will allow the Referee to keep everyone in front of him and 
allow him to witness any possible or further infractions. 

Referee should be in the area where the majority of the players 
are. 
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End‐Zone	Positioning

The end-zone position for the Referee or lead Official in the two-
official system is called the cone as shown in the illustration.
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At The Net

Half Piston

Home Base

The piston system still exists, however Officials will be given a wider range and be 
allowed to float.



End‐Zone	Positioning
Although the cone area is below the goal line at certain points, the 
Referee is encouraged to stay at or above the goal line as much as 
possible.  

The piston is still used, however, Officials will be given a wider range 
and will be allowed to float.  The Referee in the three-man system 
must adapt and not always go deep getting trapped in the corner and 
not able to follow the play.

This is to prevent Officials from going to high or not getting to the net 
and in position.
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Two‐Official	Line	Change	Procedure

• The Official not dropping the puck will conduct the line change 
procedure.



Summary

The Official, when conducting the line change procedure is 
reminded that they have the flexibility to position them self so 
as to present a clear view of the procedure to the benches.

Conclude the procedure then retreat to the normal face-off 
position.

Use the four neutral zone dots as a guideline and be positioned 
somewhere in the box.



Puck	Retrieval
Northern Ontario Hockey Association



Purpose	of	Procedure

Increase the amount of time that at least one Linesperson is 
physically engaged in using “presence to control player 
behaviour during stoppages.



The Official that calls an off-side retrieves the puck and 
conducts the face-off



Role	of	the	Linespeople

Do not concern yourself with retrieving puck unless there is no 
risk of gathering or incident.

One Linesperson will get the puck while the other monitors 
players on the ice.

On stoppages, the Official not conducting the face-off should 
point to the dot where the face-off will occur.



The linesman not retrieving the puck is to monitor players on the ice 
and point to the appropriate face-off dot



Linesperson	Icing	Procedures

L1

Front	linesman	blows	whistle	and	retrieves	puck

L1

Linesman	(L1)	skates	to	the	appropriate	faceoff	dot	to	conduct	
the	face‐off

Player Benches

L2

Back	linesman	follows	puck	to	blue	line	to	confirm	icing,	while	observing		
players	behind	the	play	and	points	to	the	appropriate	faceoff	dot

When	safe	to	do	so,	back	linesman	assumes	his	position	outside	
of	the	blueline

L2

Back	linesman	stands	between	benches	if	a	line	change	occurs	
and	both	benches	on	the	same	side

This	is	designed	to	provide	more	observation	of	benches	and	
allow	play	to	resume	as	soon	as	possible

If	there	is	no	line	change,	the	Linesman	should	position	
himself	in	the	neutral	zone	near	the	centre	faceoff	dot

L2



Puck	Retrieval	Procedure

If the play is stopped by the Referee:

The Linesperson responsible for the end of the rink in which the puck is 
located when the play is stopped will normally retrieve the puck and 
conduct the face-off.



The linesman who is responsible for the end of the rink that the puck is 
located will pick up the puck
The back linesman will monitor the other players on the ice as well as the 
benchesThe linesman who retrieved the puck will conduct the face-off



Puck	Retrieval	Procedure

If the play is stopped by the Linesperson:

The Linesperson that blows the whistle to stop play will normally 
retrieve the puck and conduct the face-off.



An off-side is called at the blue line and the puck is near the goalThe linesman who made the off-side call at the blueline will retrieve the puckThe back linesman will monitor the other players on the ice as well as the 
benches

The linesman who retrieved the puck will conduct the face-off



Puck	Retrieval	Procedure

If the puck is near the Official not blowing his whistle, he may 
retrieve the puck and conduct the face-off:

Shows good teamwork to switch roles.

Must be communicated clearly to avoid confusion.



On a stoppage, if the puck is near the official not blowing the whistle, he 
may pick up the puck
This Official is now responsible for conducting the face-off and that end 
of the ice now becomes their responsibility

The other linesman sets up across from his partner and is responsible 
for the other half of the ice once the puck is dropped



Face‐Offs

On all face-offs, the Official dropping the puck will keep that 
end of the ice.

No slingshots.



The linesman conducting a face-off will now be responsible for that  
end of the ice while the linesman not conducting the face-off will be 
responsible for the other half of the ice



Face‐Offs	– End‐Zone
Back Linesperson should be positioned outside the blue line at a 
45 degree angle.

When puck drops, Linesperson dropping the puck will reposition 
just outside near blue line and will accept responsibility for that 
line.

Use standard “release” signal

When release occurs, the back Linesperson will move away from 
the blue line to a location half way between the blue line and the 
centre red line.



After dropping the puck, the linesman conducting the face-off will 
assume position just outside of the blue line

When release occurs, the back linesman will move away from the blue line to 
a location half way between the blue line and the centre red line



Face‐Off	Communication
Officials immediately determine where the face-off is going to occur 
and clearly communicate the location.

Use signals, gestures and voice.

All Officials can help minimize delays by directing players to the face-
off location when necessary.



Summary
For all stoppages, Linesperson picking up the puck will conduct the face-
off while the back Linesperson will focus on players and line changes.

Linesperson that calls an off-side retrieves the puck and conducts the 
face-off.

Linesperson that calls the icing retrieves the puck and conducts the face-
off.

On all face-offs, the Official dropping the puck will keep that end of the 
ice.

The Official that calls an intentional off-side will retrieve the puck and 
conduct the face-off.


