
Official’s	Policies	
and	Procedures

Northern Ontario Hockey Association



Blood	Policy

If player is wounded (bleeding), they cannot play until 
bleeding has stopped and wound is properly covered.

All abrasions and skin lesions must be properly covered 
prior to a player participating in an NOHA sanctioned game 
or practice.



Jewelry	Policy

All jewelry must be removed by Officials prior to 
participation in NOHA hockey.

Medic-Alert identification is allowed.

Finger ring is also permitted, if taped.



Officials	Dress	Code

Does not include blue jeans, track pants, jogging suits or 
team jackets.

Failure to adhere could lead to suspension.

Bantam AAA, Midget AAA, Junior A,  Playdowns, OHF, and 
Provincial Championships must wear shirt, tie, and dress 
pants. Neat dress to other hockey games is required.



NOHA	Crest

For all games that do not come under the NOHA, examples 
High School and men’s hockey, it is important for each NOHA 
official to have full knowledge that officiating in such games 
is without insurance. Working these games is your 
responsibility and you are not permitted to wear your 
NOHA/OHF/Hockey Canada cresting, it must be covered. You 
should only accept games from your Referee-in-Chief or 
assignor.



Family	Members	Playing	
or	Coaching
An NOHA Official is not allowed to Referee (two official/arm 
bands) in the same game in which he has an immediate 
family member registered as a player or a team Official. They 
are allowed to line any game provided the exception below.

Officials cannot be a team official or player and officiate in 
the same league or division they participate in.



Officials	Discipline	

All reports of Abuse by Officials will be investigated by the 
RIC and Council Director.  If the report concludes an Official 
has directed inappropriate comments or gestures to a coach, 
player, spectator or Official, the NOHA will determine the 
discipline to be assessed. All reports will be documented 
and filed. Note that per NOHA Regulation 8.20 of the NOHA 
Constitution, a suspension includes removal from 
participation in all sanctioned activities, including playing, 
coaching, and officiating.



Officials’	Dressing	Room

Family members/friends are not allowed in dressing room.

If a minor hockey executive enters the room, report it to your RIC.

If coaches wish to talk to you, instruct them that you will talk to 
them once you leave the dressing room.

When a female Official is on the game, they are not to be in the 
room changing at the same time as male Officials.



Rule	5.2	(k)	
If for whatever reason the Referee or Linespeople appointed 
are prevented from appearing, the minimum for all levels of 
hockey will be officiated with two officials.

NOHA Constitution Regulation 7.3 (a) R.10.1

All exhibition, League, playoff and tournament games shall be 
Refereed by NOHA approved Officials. The home Team shall 
be responsible for the payment of the Officials unless other 
arrangements have been made.



Officials	with	Concussions	
or	Wearing	a	Cast
Officials with a concussion or wearing a cast will not be 
allowed to officiate until a doctor’s certificate is provided to 
the Referee-in-Chief.  

In order to officiate, with a cast, the Official must be  able to 
adequately perform their job, a guideline to follow would be 
the cast being below the elbow.



Players	Wearing	a	Cast

Note on back of the game sheet, name, number and team of 
player wearing a cast.

They are allowed to play as long as it is covered.

If cast is exposed, must have a protective covering or player 
is ineligible to play and team is issued a warning.



Annual	Recertification	Clinics
Levels	1	to	6
All Officials, Junior and Senior, must complete the online re-
certification program, pass the rules examination, and 
attend an NOHA in-class clinic when requested.

To register, an Official must be 14 years of age by December 
31st of the current hockey season.

All Level 1 and 2 Officials will register as a Junior Official 
and Levels 3, 4, 5, and 6 as a Senior Official.



Upgrading	Officials	To	Level	3	

After attending a Level 3 Seminar and passing the exam, an 
official must be successfully supervised once and 
recommended by the District Referee-in-Chief to obtain their 
full Level.

An Official must be supervised as a Referee at Peewee Rep or 
higher to obtain their Level 3.



Upgrading	Officials	To	Level	4/5
After attending a Level 4/5 Seminar and passing the exam, an 
official must be successfully supervised once and 
recommended by a Senior Supervisor selected by the NOHA 
Director of Officials.

An Official must be supervised as a Referee at Midget AAA or 
higher to obtain their Level 4.

An Official must be supervised as a Referee at Junior A to 
obtain their Level 5.



Upgrading	Officials

The NOHA may require to send an Official for Level 4 
certification who works as a Linesperson in Junior hockey or 
above and does not Referee Midget hockey full time.

In these situations, the candidate may be supervised and 
certified as a Level 4 Linesperson and in order to receive a 
full Level as a Referee, would have to be supervised Midget 
AAA.



Criminal	Record	Checks

All Officials, Supervisors and Instructors who are 18 years of 
age will require a Criminal Record Check, which includes the 
Vulnerable Sector Screening and a search of the National Sex 
Offender Registry. All Officials, Supervisors and Instructors 
under the age of 18 will require a Criminal Record Check. 
Once the individual has been cleared, a Criminal Record 
Check will be required every 3 years. These Criminal Record 
Checks cannot be more than 6 months old when submitted 
as per NOHA Policy 5.7.1.



Criminal	Record	Checks

Expires after three seasons means if you have a new Criminal 
Record Check to start the 2018/2019 season in September, it 
expires May 1, 2021 and you require a new check to start 
officiating in September of 2021.

Expiry date shown on record in eHockey Account.

May not officiate without current Criminal Record Check.



Criminal	Record	Checks

Provide to RIC at recertification clinic or mail to OHF.

Must be cleared by the OHF Record Check Inspector before 
officiating.



Criminal	Record	Checks

Once received please mail to the following address:

Criminal Record Check Inspector 
Ontario Hockey Federation 
Unit 9, 400 Sheldon Drive 
Cambridge, ON 
N1T 2H9



NOHA	Crossover	Fee

If an Official wishes to officiate in the NOHA but registers 
outside of the NOHA territory, there will be a $60.00 cross-
over fee.

NOHA Officials cannot be upgraded unless approved by the 
NOHA.



Returning	from	a	Leave	of	Absence

Levels 2-5 would return at the theory of the level they 
previously obtained.

Level 6 would return as a Level 5.

These guidelines are for Officials who do not register with 
Hockey Canada for one year or more.



Non‐Sanctioned	Hockey
Hockey Canada and its Member Branches view all leagues that operate 
outside the auspices/sanctioning of Hockey Canada programs to be 
classified as “outlaw” leagues. This currently does not include summer 
hockey leagues, adult recreational hockey leagues, high school hockey 
and/or hockey schools.

Any individual who participates knowingly or otherwise in "outlaw" 
programs after September 30th of the season in question will lose all 
membership privileges with Hockey Canada for the remainder of that 
season.  

Participation in an “outlaw” program will be considered to have 
occurred if the individual takes part in one game including an 
exhibition, tournament, league or playoff game.



Social	Networking

Social Networking is defined as communicating through on-
line communities of people such as, but not limited to, 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, etc. The NOHA understands the 
importance of Social Networking, however, it also allows for 
inappropriate unsupervised conduct which may be 
detrimental to the welfare of the NOHA and the future of 
NOHA players.  Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated 
and may result in disciplinary action being taken by the 
NOHA.


